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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 01024 090I07Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INEO OCT-OI 10-13 ISO-00 ORM-02 DHA-02 AID-05 OES-07 
IGA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
AS-OI /087W 

1 16439 09I009Z/I3 

R08I0I0Z JUL 77 
PM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8303 
USMISSION GENEVA 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

CONPIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1024 

GENAVA POR INCB MS. GOUGH 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SPOPSREPLA 

SUBJECT: MEO (HMONG) POPULATION PIGURES POR THE LPDR 

REF: A STATE 156458 NOTAL, B VIENTIANE 0809 NOTAL, 

C BANGKOK 13346 

1. ESTIMATES OP THE MEO (HMONG) POPULATION IN LSOS, 

REQUESTED REP A, VARY WIDELY. THE EMBASSY IN ITS 1976 
POST REPORT ESTIMATED THAT THE MEO-YAO POPULATION COM- 
PRISED FIFTEEN PERCENT OP THE TOTAL LAO POPULATION, 

WHICH THE EMBASSY THEN ESTIMATED AT 3,335,000. SINCE 
THAT REPORT, HOWEVER, THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED INPOR- 
MATION FROM UN SOURCES (REP B) INDICATING THAT THE LAO 
POPULATION MAY BE ONLY 2,900,000 THUS PUTTING THE 
ESTIMATE POR THE MEO-YAO POPULATION AT 435,000. 

2. THE YAO POPULATION IS MUCH SMALLER THAN THE MEO 
AND INASMUCH AS BOTH THE MEO AND THE YAO RAISE OPIUM, 

THE YAO POPULATION CAN LOGICALLY BE INCLUDED IN THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 VIENTI 01024 090107Z 

MEO POPULATION PIGURE FOR MS. GOUGH'S PURPOSES. 

3. UNPDAC LOCAL DIRECTOR ARNAUD ESTIMATES THE MEO 
POPULATION TO BE 300,000. 

4. BOTH THE EMBASSY'S PIGURE AND MR. ARNAUD'S PIGURE 
REFLECT THE DEPARTURE OF A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE 
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MEO POPULATION TO THAT! .AND (EMBASSY ESTIMATES 50,000 
MEO FROM LAOS HAVE FLED TO THAILAND, BASED ON PARA 4, 

REP C). 

CORCORAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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